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i  RCW 36.70A. (2)(a) Each county and city shall establish and broadly disseminate to the 
public a public participation program consistent with RCW 36.70A.035 and 36.70A.140 that 
identifies procedures and schedules whereby updates, proposed amendments, or revisions of 
the comprehensive plan are considered by the governing body of the county or city no more 
frequently than once every year, except that, until December 31, 2015, the program shall 
provide for consideration of amendments of an urban growth area in accordance with RCW 
36.70A.1301 once every year. "Updates" means to review and revise, if needed, according 
to subsection (1) of this section, and the deadlines in subsections (4) and (5) of this section or in 
accordance with the provisions of subsection (6) of this section. Amendments may be 
considered more frequently than once per year under the following circumstances: 
 
ii    RCW 36.70.A.130(5) Except as otherwise provided in subsections (6) and (8) of this section, 
following the review of comprehensive plans and development regulations required by 
subsection (4) of this section, counties and cities shall take action to review and, if needed, 
revise their comprehensive plans and development regulations to ensure the plan and 
regulations comply with the requirements of this chapter as follows. 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.035
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.140
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.1301


     2015   Winter 

 
Members of the public are encouraged to submit 
letters or emails about the scope of the update to 
the Comprehensive Plan (the Plan) and/or 
Development Regulations (the Code).  The final 
adopted “Scope” determines which topics or issues 
will be heard and considered by the City for 
potential adoption as Plan or Code amendments. 
 
Commenters should identify which Plan elements 
(e.g., land use, transportation, etc.) or Code 
sections are most relevant.   Each written comment 
will be numbered as part of the record considered 
by the Planning Commission and Council. 

 
Issues the PLAN now addresses, 

but inadequately, and why 
  

Issues the PLAN does not address 
but should, how and why 

  
Issues the CODE now addresses 

but inadequately, and why 
  

Issues the CODE does not 
address but should, how and why 

 

1 

4 

2 

5 

3 

6 

In addition to the opportunity to submit 
written comments about the scope of 
the Update, people may also offer oral 
comments about the Plan or the Code at 
any of six SCOPING/LISTENING FORUMS 
hosted and facilitated by the Planning 
Commission and City Council. 
 
The forums are an opportunity for 
people to hear each others’ comments 
and for Council and Commission 
members to ask clarifying questions. 
 
 
 

Opportunities for early and continuous public participation in the Update process 

A Steering Committee of 3 City Council 
Members and 3 Planning Commissioners 
will review all the written and oral public 
comment regarding the proposed scope of 
amendments to the Plan and Code. 
 
The Committee will sift and sort  the 
written and oral comments into three 
categories, and forward their 
recommendation about the final scope of 
the Plan and Code update  to the City 
Council for its consideration. 

PLAN and CODE issues that 
should be included in the Scope 

PLAN and CODE issues that 
should NOT be included 

PLAN or CODE issues that should 
go into “temporary moorage” for 

subsequent consideration 

     2014      Fall 

Make comments at any of Six  
Scoping and Listening Forums 

Submit written comments to 
the City at any time 

Committee deliberation will 
occur at public meeting(s) 

RECOMMENDATION APPENDIX A 



Planning Commission, staff and 
consultant draft amendatory PLAN 

and CODE  language pursuant to 
the  

Final Scope 
 

Planning Commission conducts public 
hearings on the draft  proposed amendments 
to the Comprehensive Plan and any proposed 
draft amendments to the Development Code. 

 
Public Comment is invited in writing and 
orally at every public hearing.   As with 
scoping comments, each substantive 

comment will be numbered and become part 
of the record. 

 
City Council will conduct periodic joint 

meetings with the Planning Commission to 
review progress and provide any needed 

feedback for consideration by the public and 
planning commission. 

City Council receives 
final package of 
Amendments, 

makes any 
adjustments and by 
Ordinance adopts 

amendments to the 
Plan and Code 

 

    2016   Winter    Spring     Summer    

Adoption of the Final Scope, drafting amendments  and ongoing Public Comment 

     2015   Winter                           Spring           Summer                   Fall                             

City Council meets 
jointly with the 

Planning 
Commission to 
review items in 

Temporary Moorage 

City Council decides 
which items from 

Temporary Moorage 
should be put on the 
Planning Commission 
work program for the 

coming six months 

City Council receives 
the Committee’s 
recommendation 

regarding the SCOPE of 
the update to the 
PLAN and CODE 

 
City Council makes any 
adjustments it deems 

appropriate and 
adopts Final Scope 

 

 
 
Council may decide 
to appoint Ad Hoc 
Advisory 
Committees to 
assist with the 
drafting of 
amendatory 
language for items 
in the Final Scope 
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